9 Cannock Road

Mt Pleasant

Harare

Zimbabwe

9th May 2008

Captains / Crew Placements
South Atlantic Race & Cruise 2009

c/o Royal Cape Yacht Club
Box 772

Cape Town, 8000

South Africa

Dear Sir / Madam
I am writing after corresponding with the race director, Dee Siebert, earlier this year regarding crew positions on the Cape to Salvador yacht race in 2009. Dee recommended submitting a CV and saying how one may be of benefit to a captain looking for crew particularly being of little experience.

An ocean race such as this event is a challenge I have wanted to take on for quite some time despite having little sailing experience. My interest in such an event was first aroused when attending the International Festival of the Sea in Bristol in about 1998 and then again at the next one in Portsmouth. It was the tall ships at these venues and their worldwide voyages that made me want to do something of this nature however, time and money were against my involvement then.
As already mentioned I have little sailing experience particularly on the ocean but what I do have is limited to sailing on inland waters here in Zimbabwe and in the USA. This included racing Optimists at junior school and social cruising otherwise. Despite this, I count my ability to work as a team member, to get on with tasks as instructed, my discipline and my attention to detail as attributes that may be of use on the Cape to Salvador. I respect authority, can participate in routine, am easy-going and practical. I am keen to learn and be involved in all aspects of operating a sailing boat and will be able to turn my hand to most jobs. Keeping fit and active is something I value and which I maintain through rowing, where team work and respect for others is essential. 

I have no particular skills such as mechanics, electrics, navigation, communications etc that I can bring on board but I believe that my wide-ranging experiences in my career so far (as listed on my CV) would be a useful foundation to build upon. However, I am able to cook and am not afraid of menial chores. I fully realise that adverse weather and cramped conditions may make for an uncomfortable few weeks but I am determined to face such challenges with cheerfulness and a sense of humour.
In addition to the above I am prepared to cover costs where necessary and to fund my return home. I intend to be in the Cape in December but will attempt to travel prior to this for an interview or for any training required where possible in terms of my employment. 

At this point I would like to request that my good friend, Drew Mackenzie, who is also applying for a crew position, be accepted on the same boat if at all possible? His CV and covering letter are being sent to the Race Director along with this letter and my CV.

Thank you and I look forward to your response.

Yours faithfully

Fergus Chance

